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Identifying Fire Hazards in the Workplace  
Many workplace fire hazards can be identified and addressed before they result in an 
incident. Regular workplace inspections and hazard assessments can help identify fire-
related risks and support the implementation of appropriate control measures. Additional 
guidance on identifying and assessing workplace hazards are available in the PEI Workers 
Compensation Board Guide to Performing a Hazard Assessment.  

 Common workplace fire hazards may include: 
• Damaged electrical cords, outlets, or equipment. 
• Overloaded power bars or electrical circuits. 
• Accumulations of paper, cardboard, dust, or other combustible materials.  
• Improper storage of flammable products near heat sources.  
• Equipment that produces unusual heat, odours, or signs of malfunction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fire Extinguishers: Know the Basics 
Employees should know where fire extinguishers are located within their work area and 
understand when and how they may be used safely. A simple way to remember the basic 
steps for operating a fire extinguisher is the PASS method: 

• Pull the pin. 
• Aim the nozzle at the base of the fire. 
• Squeeze the handle. 
• Sweep from side to side until the fire appears to be out. 

Employees should never attempt to fight a fire if they are unsure what is burning, do not 
know which type of extinguisher to use, or if the fire is spreading beyond the area where it 
started. If there is any uncertainty about the situation, personal safety should remain the 
priority and workplace emergency procedures should be followed. 

Fire prevention is an important part of maintaining a healthy and safe workplace. While 
fires are relatively uncommon in many workplaces, they can occur when hazards go 
unrecognized or uncontrolled. Identifying potential fire risks, maintaining good 
housekeeping practices, and ensuring equipment is used and maintained appropriately 
can help reduce the likelihood of a fire and support a safer work environment for all.  

 

Prevent. Prepare. Protect. 
Many workplace fires can be prevented through routine 
maintenance, good housekeeping, and safe work 
practices. Keeping work areas clean and organized, 
ensuring equipment is properly maintained, and 
addressing potential hazards promptly can help reduce 
fire risks and support a safer work environment. Being 
prepared starts with understanding the fire safety 
procedures for your work location, including the 
location of emergency exits, designated muster 
stations, fire alarms, and fire extinguishers. 
Understanding these procedures can help support a 
safe and orderly response should a fire occur.  

 

Adapted from: CCOHS, WCB, & Government of PEI Updated: October 2026 

https://www.wcb.pe.ca/DocumentManagement/Document/pub_guidetohazardassessment.pdf
https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/fire_extinguishers.html


 


